
By Karie Kirschbaum
Opportunities for expanded recreation

possibilities continue to present them-
selves at the Gary Pines. Tuesday, July 30,
2017, Randy Thoreson, Outdoor Recre-
ation Planner, National Park Service
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance
Program (RTCA) and Hydro, made a road
trip from the cities to go over the City of
Gary’s grant request to the National Park
Service regarding it’s Gary Pines project. 
He met with team member Brian

Chisholm and Mayor Karie Kirschbaum to
go over the city’s grant request. 
Though nothing is confirmed until the

new fiscal year, which starts Oct. 1, they
learned the Pines Project is still under con-
sideration with the NPS. Later in the after-
noon, Thoreson joined Kirschbaum and
Bayer agro nomist, Anne Nalewaja, for a
tour of the 160-acre forest on horseback. 
There were other activities in the pines

this week as well. A new commemorative
bench including carvings of a fox, bear and
eagle, donated by the Greg and Bonnie
Petry is quite a hit. This week the Gary
Pines Facebook page had it’s first wedding
party pictures posted on the bench. Other

pictures of the party were with nature etc.
were also posted. 
These pictures and all the activity should

make those who have worked on this proj-
ect happy to know pictures of children pic-
tured playing on the bench and Ninja
Course were plentiful. Like it on Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/thegarypines/  
Noting other improvements, two hitch-

ing posts were installed by Bryan Johnson
and his team of Amish craftsman by the
picnic shelter and a few others were placed
on the trails for horseback enthusiasts. To
keep the trails easily accessible, a team
member mowed the six miles of trails. The
Pines looks like a calendar shoot. 
In past weeks’ other improvements were

made including an approach installed by
Visser’s’ on the south side of the Pines so
visitors coming from Gary on 260th Ave.
can cross State Highway 32 and avoid traf-
fic on the highway for safety reasons. They
also buried the old city brush piles in the
SW area.
This project has been in the works since

the city logged the Pines in 2015 and the
city received a FireWise grant. The project
created firebreaks which in turn have be-
come trails for recreational users. Since
then, Carr’s Tree Service ground down the
stumps on the firebreaks, team members
and youth cleaned up miles of trails (still
some miles to go), the Mudslingers have
cleared and created trails (especially after
the Aug. 28 tornado), 70 trees were
planted to replace the harvested trees, the
Lions Memorial Forest was planted and a
variety of other volunteer projects have oc-
curred.
In January, the City of Gary revealed the

master plan for the Gary Pines. This plan
was developed during three community
meetings held in the late fall and winter by
working with the Northwest Regional Sus-
tainable Development Partnerships, U of
M Extension. Through this relationship,
Gary worked with the Center for Urban
and Regional Affairs (CURA) and U of M’s
Center for Sustainable Building Research
(CSBR) in the College of Design to develop
a sustainable master plan for the Pines. 
The master plan was completed in Jan-

uary and is available at: https://conser-
vancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/184799
The big find in the master plan planning

process was the Ninja Course (obstacle
course). This has been a huge hit with area
parents, grandparents and of course, chil-
dren. This installation came out of the first
meeting held in the Pines to develop the
master plan. 
When the first student said, “we need a

ninja course”, most of the adults looked at
each other and said, “what is that?” John-
son and his team of Amish craftsmen in-
stalled the course in June and it has been
busy ever since. Good things happen when

adults step back and consider what chil-
dren need…and these kids needed a ninja
course!
What’s next? 
Commemorating businesses, families,

organizations or loved ones with the instal-
lation of rustic or carved benches and the
development of an Animal Treasure Hunt
are on the docet.
The Animal Treasure Hunt project will

consist of statues of animals, carved with a
chainsaw by artist Scott Petry of Andy
Lakes Woodworks, which will be placed on
a trail named for the animal. This project
is a great, permanent, memorial for a fam-
ily, business, organization or loved one
which will last for generations. Once in-
stalled, the statues will become an art/ed-
ucational treasure hunt for young and old
to get out and experience nature. If donors
choose to have an animal besides one of
the trail names - it is no problem. 
A picture of the statue of choice and in-

formation about the animal will be found
at www.GaryPines.com  as a fun way to ed-
ucate visitors about wildlife. Each piece of
art will include a donor’s plaque.
Petry’s bench with the carving of a bear,

fox and eagle, has been a big hit with chil-
dren, adults and even wedding parties
since it was put in place by the picnic shel-
ter two weeks ago. For folks interested in a
commemorative bench for your loved
ones, family organization, business etc. -
We have a few rustic benches already in-
stalled and ready for $350. It will include
a customized wood plaque made with
whatever you would like it to. The benches
can be placed wherever the donors want
them, within reason. If donors would like
a bench with special carving of a specific
animal(s) like the one in place, contact
Petry for design ideas and prices.
For pictures of Petry’s work, go to

http://www.andylakewoodworks.com/wo
od-carvings or contact Scott Petry (artist),
Andy Lake Woodworks, 701 212-8021, 10
Andrews Ave S, Glyndon, MN 56547.
To find out more about the Gary Pines,

go to www.facebook.com/thegarypines or
www.GaryPines.com 

Update: In August 2017 the Northwest
Minnesota Arts Legacy grant was awarded
for $8,000. It will be used to install Petry’s
chainsaw art in the Pines before Gary Days
2018 (June 16). At that time, there will be
a grand opening for the Pines project to
celebrate all the hard work.

National Parks Service visits Gary Pines
Randall Thoreson of the NPS makes his second trip to the Pines and takes a ride through the new trails

On July 25, Randy Thoreson, Outdoor
Recreation Planner, National Park
Service Rivers, Trails and Conserva-
tion Assistance Program (RTCA) and
Hydro, made his second trip from the
cities to meet with the Gary Pines
team regarding the Gary Pines Proj-
ect. His first trip took place in June.
During this visit, Thoreson took advan-
tage of the opportunity to tour the
trails in the Pines by horseback with
Mayor Karie Kirschbaum and Bayer
Crop Science agronomist Anne Nale-
waja.
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