
By Karie Kirschbaum
A very welcome email was

received by Mayor Karie
Kirschbaum of Gary last
week. It said, “Congratula-
tions!  Your oganization has
received a grant from the
Northwest Minnesota Arts
Council.” 
The grant award is for

$8,000, with a 10 percent
match from the city, to have
an arts installation put in the
Gary Pines. 
The art project will involve

chainsaw carved animal stat-
ues created by Scott Petry of
Andy Lake Woodworks in
Glyndon. The statues will be
installed permanently
through out the forest and
will become a treasure hunt. 
The chainsaw art project is

a tip of the hat to the lumber-
jack  heritage of the region.
What lumberjack? Why

Paul Bunyan! The famed
lumberjack’s legacy lives on
in northern Minnesota. For

those unfamiliar, Paul Bun-
yan is a giant lumberjack in
American folklore. His ex-
ploits revolve around the tall
tales of his superhuman
labors, and he is customarily
accompanied by Babe the
Blue Ox. 
The character originated

in the oral tradition of North
American loggers, and was
later popularized by free-
lance writer William B.
Laughead (1882–1958) in a
1916 promotional pamphlet
for the Red River Lumber
Company. 
It is the  goal of the Gary

Pines team to have links to
the animals depicted in art
on  the web at www.Gary -
Pines.org. The goal is to in-
form and educate users and
to create an even greater ap-
preciation for wild life.
This art installation fulfills

a portion of the Pines master
plan created in conjunction
with encouragement from

the U of M Extension office.
Through this relationship,
the community worked with
the Center for Urban and Re-
gional Affairs (CURA), U of
M College of Design, Center
for Sustainable Building Re-
search (CSBR) and the
Northwest Regional Sustain-
able Development Partner-
ship to create a sustainable
master plan for the Pines.
The plan was completed Jan-
uary.
Go to https://conser -

vancy .  umn.edu /han dle -
/11299/184799 to view the
master plan.
This project will be cele-

brated at the grand opening
during Gary Days 2018,
which is the third full week-
end in June.
If you or your organization

would like to assist with the
Pines project, contact Karie
Kirsch baum, Brian Chisholm
or the City of Gary at 218-
356-8600. 

Gary Pines project awarded $8,000 grant
NW Minnesota Arts Council awards grant to install Scott Petry’s work

Greg Petry of Fertile (left) and is son, Scott Petry of Andy Lakes Woodworks in Glyn-
don, are pictured at the Gary Pines Thursday on a bench Scott created as a memorial
bench and donated by his father to the Pines Project.  The Petry’s met with Mayor
Karie Kirschbaum and Pines team member Brian Chisholm to discuss the chain saw
carved animal statue project. The project was recently awarded $8,000 by the North-
west Minnesota Arts Council.
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